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Recommended readings 
If you want to read more about processes of accountability, memorialization – or forgetting – after 
famines, we have put together some recommendations below. There is much more out there, but 
these are works that we find particularly worthwhile reading. In addition to this, we of course also 
recommend the articles in our special issue (see above). 

 

Memory after famines 
General or comparative studies 

• Corporaal, M., & de Zwarte, I. Heritages of hunger: European famine legacies in current 
academic debates. International Journal of Heritage Studies (2022). 

• Richter, J. Famine, Memory, and Politics in the Post-Soviet Space: Contrasting Echoes of 
Collectivization in Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Nationalities Papers (2020). 

• Wemheuer, F. Regime Changes of Memory: Creating the Official History of the Ukrainian and 
Chinese Famines under State Socialism and after the Cold War. Kritika: Explorations in 
Russian and Eurasian History, (2009). 

The Great Irish Famine 
• Kelleher, M. The Feminization of Famine: Expressions of the Inexpressible? Duke University 

Press. (1997). 

• Kelleher, M. Hunger and history: Monuments to the Great Irish Famine. Textual Practice 
(2002). 

• Mark-Fitzgerald, E. Commemorating the Irish Famine: Memory and the Monument. Liverpool 
University Press. (2013). 

• Ó Gráda, C. Making Irish Famine History in 1995. History Workshop Journal. (1996). 

• Ó Gráda, C. Famine, trauma and memory. Béaloideas. (2001). 

The Great Leap Forward Famine in China 
• Manning, K. E., & Wemheuer, F. Introduction. In K. E. Manning & F. Wemheuer (Eds.), Eating 

Bitterness: New Perspectives on China’s Great Leap Forward and Famine (pp. 1–27). UBC 
Press. (2011). 

https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2020.1869579
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2020.1869579
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/famine-memory-and-politics-in-the-postsoviet-space-contrasting-echoes-of-collectivization-in-ukraine-and-kazakhstan/A50AB1E3CDAD358A19800A18DB1C03C3
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/famine-memory-and-politics-in-the-postsoviet-space-contrasting-echoes-of-collectivization-in-ukraine-and-kazakhstan/A50AB1E3CDAD358A19800A18DB1C03C3
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/pub/28/article/260003/summary
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/pub/28/article/260003/summary
https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-feminization-of-famine
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/abs/10.1080/095023602761622342
https://academic.oup.com/liverpool-scholarship-online/book/43473
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4289468
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20520760
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/distributed/E/bo70056977.html
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• Weigelin-Schwiedrzik, S. Trauma and Memory: The case of the Great Famine in the People’s 
Republic of China (1959-1961). Historiography East and West. (2003). 

• Wemheuer, F. Dealing with Responsibility for the Great Leap Famine in the People’s Republic 
of China. The China Quarterly. (2010). 

• Xun, Z. Forgotten Voices of Mao’s Great Famine, 1958-1962: An Oral History. Yale University 
Press. (2013). 

• Yang, J. Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
(2012). 

• Zhao, H., & Liu, J. Social Media and Collective Remembrance: The debate over China’s Great 
Famine on Weibo. China Perspectives. (2015). 

The Holodomor 
• Applebaum, A. Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine. Allen Lane. (2017). 

• Himka, J.-P. Encumbered Memory: The Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33. Kritika: Explorations in 
Russian and Eurasian History. (2013). 

• Kasianov, G. The Holodomor and the Building of a Nation. Russian Social Science Review. 
(2011). 

• Kudela-Świątek, W. Eternal Memory: Monuments and Memorials of the Holodomor. Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press. (2021). 

• Ogiienko, V. The Memorial Topography of the Holodomor Between Cumulative and Cultural 
Trauma: A Genealogical Approach. In M. Haake & P. Juszkiewicz (Eds.), Image, History and 
Memory: Central and Eastern Europe in a Comparative Perspective. Routledge. (2022). 

• Zhurzhenko, T. “Capital of Despair”: Holodomor Memory and Political Conflicts in Kharkiv after 
the Orange Revolution. East European Politics and Societies. (2011).   

The Hunger Years in Finland 
• Forsberg, H. Masculine Submission: National Narratives of the Last Great Famine, c. 1868-

1920. Journal of Finnish Studies. (2017). 

• Kraatari, E., & Newby, A. G. Memory of the Great Hunger Years Revisited: Finland’s 1860s 
Famine Memorials, Mass Graves and a Commemorative Craft Initiative. Thanatos. (2018). 

Other famines 

• al-Qattan, N. When Mothers Ate Their Children: Wartime Memory and the Language of Food 
in Syria and Lebanon. International Journal of Middle East Studies. (2014). 

• Fahy, S. Recalling What Was Unspeakable: Hunger in North Korea. In J. Skinner (Ed.), The 
Interview: An Ethnographic Approach (pp. 229–244). Bloomsbury. (2012). 

• Igreja, V. Negotiating Relationships in Transition: War, Famine, and Embodied Accountability 
in Mozambique. Comparative Studies in Society and History. (2019). 

https://phaidra.univie.ac.at/detail/o:291770
https://phaidra.univie.ac.at/detail/o:291770
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/china-quarterly/article/dealing-with-responsibility-for-the-great-leap-famine-in-the-peoples-republic-of-china/550C79E7B5FC769402092A3C53398EFC
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/china-quarterly/article/dealing-with-responsibility-for-the-great-leap-famine-in-the-peoples-republic-of-china/550C79E7B5FC769402092A3C53398EFC
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300184044/forgotten-voices-of-maos-great-famine-1958-1962/
https://books.google.se/books?hl=en&lr=&id=bvs9cS8lzhEC&oi=fnd&pg=PT10&ots=VFNR5i6NZT&sig=uQo66-zdw4bIM6OXDAa2bqZf_qU&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://journals-openedition-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chinaperspectives/6649
https://journals-openedition-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chinaperspectives/6649
https://www.google.se/books/edition/_/0uqzDgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/pub/28/article/507764/summary
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/abs/10.2753/RUP1061-1940480502
https://www.ciuspress.com/product/eternal-memory/?v=f003c44deab6
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003264460-14/memorial-topography-holodomor-cumulative-cultural-trauma-vitalii-ogiienko
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003264460-14/memorial-topography-holodomor-cumulative-cultural-trauma-vitalii-ogiienko
https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=906762
https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=906762
https://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/jfs/article-abstract/20/1/38/315475/Masculine-Submission-National-Narratives-of-the
https://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/jfs/article-abstract/20/1/38/315475/Masculine-Submission-National-Narratives-of-the
https://researchportal.tuni.fi/en/publications/memory-of-the-great-hunger-years-revisited-finlands-1860s-famine-
https://researchportal.tuni.fi/en/publications/memory-of-the-great-hunger-years-revisited-finlands-1860s-famine-
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/article/when-mothers-ate-their-children-wartime-memory-and-the-language-of-food-in-syria-and-lebanon/F9B59F8A788BE59114D6E8466A9BC5FA
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/article/when-mothers-ate-their-children-wartime-memory-and-the-language-of-food-in-syria-and-lebanon/F9B59F8A788BE59114D6E8466A9BC5FA
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003087014-15/recalling-unspeakable-hunger-north-korea-sandra-fahy
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/comparative-studies-in-society-and-history/article/negotiating-relationships-in-transition-war-famine-and-embodied-accountability-in-mozambique/CAAC4E979078C22B14AC78236CE60B0F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/comparative-studies-in-society-and-history/article/negotiating-relationships-in-transition-war-famine-and-embodied-accountability-in-mozambique/CAAC4E979078C22B14AC78236CE60B0F
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• Kenny, M. L. Landscapes of Memory: Concentration Camps and Drought in Northeastern 
Brazil. Latin American Perspectives. (2009). 

• Kirschenbaum, L. A. The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941–1995: Myth, Memories, and 
Monuments. Cambridge University Press. (2006). 

• Knight, D. M. Cultural Proximity: Crisis, Time and Social Memory in Central Greece. History 
and Anthropology. (2012). 

• MacLean, K. History Reformatted: Vietnam’s Great Famine (1944–45) in Archival Form. 
Southeast Asian Studies. (2016). 

• Sharipova, D. S., Kenjakulova, A. B., Kobzhanova, S. Z., Orazkulova, K. S., & Kenzhebayeva, 
L. A. Revisiting the Kazakh Famine at the Beginning of the 1930s in Fine Art Forms from the 
Perspective of Cultural Memory. Rupkatha Journal on Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities. 
(2020). 

• Zwarte, I., & Janssen, L. Recalling the Hunger Winter: Evoking Famine Memory beyond the 
National. Memory Studies. (2022). 

 

Accountability after famines 
General or comparative studies 

• Conley, Bridget, Alex De Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. Accountability for 
Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of the Law. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• Conley, Bridget, and Alex de Waal. The Purposes of Starvation: Historical and Contemporary 
Uses. Journal of International Criminal Justice. (2019). 

• DeFalco, Randle C. Conceptualizing Famine as a Subject of International Criminal Justice: 
Towards a Modality-Based Approach. U. Pa. J. Int’l L. (2016). 

• Edkins, Jenny. The Criminalization of Mass Starvations: From Natural Disaster to Crime 
against Humanity. In The New Famines: Why Famines Persist in an Era of Globalization, 
edited by S. Devereux, 72–87. Routledge. (2007). 

• Howe, Paul. Priority Regimes and Famine. In The New Famines: Why Famines Persist in an 
Era of Globalization, edited by S. Devereux, 358–84. Routledge. (2007). 

• Jordash, Wayne, Catriona Murdoch, and Joe Holmes. Strategies for Prosecuting Mass 
Starvation. Journal of International Criminal Justice. (2019). 

• Jordash, Wayne, Catriona Murdoch, and Joe Holmes. A Comprehensive Review of Existing 
IHL and ICL as It Relates to Starvation. In Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the 
Limits of the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne 
Jordash QC. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• Kearney, Diana. Food Deprivations as Crimes against Humanity. NYUJ Int’l L. & Pol. (2013) 

https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/abs/10.1177/0094582X09341977
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/abs/10.1177/0094582X09341977
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/legacy-of-the-siege-of-leningrad-19411995/C77CA0479EB01A919F64FEC984995ED7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/legacy-of-the-siege-of-leningrad-19411995/C77CA0479EB01A919F64FEC984995ED7
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/full/10.1080/02757206.2012.697064
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/seas/5/2/5_187/_article/-char/ja/
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=43278819
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=43278819
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/full/10.1177/17506980221126603
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/doi/full/10.1177/17506980221126603
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/accountability-for-mass-starvation-9780192864734?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/accountability-for-mass-starvation-9780192864734?cc=us&lang=en&
https://academic.oup.com/jicj/article/17/4/699/5721410
https://academic.oup.com/jicj/article/17/4/699/5721410
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/upjiel38&div=28&g_sent=1&casa_token=A0pp6Z5z_rMAAAAA:M50E66lHMkuCcm0tg2HqW32FLdtVoSlcjKPXoaTon26Kui12vSPjTCrpyBMozjUh2p8oUpLC&collection=journals
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/upjiel38&div=28&g_sent=1&casa_token=A0pp6Z5z_rMAAAAA:M50E66lHMkuCcm0tg2HqW32FLdtVoSlcjKPXoaTon26Kui12vSPjTCrpyBMozjUh2p8oUpLC&collection=journals
https://books.google.se/books?hl=en&lr=&id=2jYdfkY8fQUC&oi=fnd&pg=PA50&dq=Edkins,+Jenny.+2007.+%E2%80%9CThe+Criminalization+of+Mass+Starvations:+From+Natural+Disaster+to+Crime+against+Humanity.%E2%80%9D+In+The+New+Famines:+Why+Famines+Persist+in+an+Era+of+Globalization,+edited+by+S.+Devereux,+72%E2%80%9387.+Routledge.&ots=pBog9RS6DC&sig=HbcSK8d0Mg6ddB3n_r2K8-fx6ik&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.se/books?hl=en&lr=&id=2jYdfkY8fQUC&oi=fnd&pg=PA50&dq=Edkins,+Jenny.+2007.+%E2%80%9CThe+Criminalization+of+Mass+Starvations:+From+Natural+Disaster+to+Crime+against+Humanity.%E2%80%9D+In+The+New+Famines:+Why+Famines+Persist+in+an+Era+of+Globalization,+edited+by+S.+Devereux,+72%E2%80%9387.+Routledge.&ots=pBog9RS6DC&sig=HbcSK8d0Mg6ddB3n_r2K8-fx6ik&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/chapters/edit/10.4324/9780203014424-15/priority-regimes-famine-paul-howe
https://academic.oup.com/jicj/article-abstract/17/4/849/5652244
https://academic.oup.com/jicj/article-abstract/17/4/849/5652244
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384420305?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384420305?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/nyuilp46&div=8&g_sent=1&casa_token=xODOZ8whx60AAAAA:vf3MVAUrmzB0vRbEj1OH_X0g1w-ANQtlRgcDv-cEdbKowXjVo3wyELsXWatZAKuRNuikJ65n&collection=journals
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• Marcus, D. Famine Crimes in International Law. American Journal of International Law. 
(2003). 

• Spatz, Benjamin J., Oliver Windridge, and Catriona Murdoch. Sanctions as a Mechanism for 
Accountability for Starvation Crimes. In Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits 
of the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash 
QC. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

Case studies  
• Conley, Bridget, Randle DeFalco, Senai Abraha, and Alex de Waal. ‘An Unprosecuted Crime.’ 

In Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, 
Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• DeFalco, Randle C. Accounting for Famine at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia: The Crimes against Humanity of Extermination, Inhumane Acts and Persecution. 
International Journal of Transitional Justice. (2011). 

• DeFalco, Randle C. Justice and Starvation in Cambodia: The Khmer Rouge Famine. SSRN 
Scholarly Paper. Rochester, NY. (2014). 

• Graham, Laura. Pathways to Accountability for Starvation Crimes in Yemen. Case Western 
Reserve Journal of International Law. (2021). 

• Jordash, Wayne, and Uzay Yasar Aysev. Prosecution of Starvation in South Sudan. In 
Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, 
Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• Kanfash, Mohammad, and Ali Aljasem. Starvation as Strategy in the Syrian Armed Conflict: 
Siege, Deprivation, and Detention. In Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of 
the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. 
Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• Newton, Chris. ‘Not Never Again, but Next Time’: Armed Conflict and Mass Starvation in 
South Sudan 2013–2019. In Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of the Law, 
edited by Bridget Conley, Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. Oxford 
University Press. (2022). 

• Sarkar, Aditya. ‘Once We Control Them, We Will Feed Them’: Mass Starvation in Yemen. In 
Accountability for Mass Starvation: Testing the Limits of the Law, edited by Bridget Conley, 
Alex de Waal, Catriona Murdoch, and Wayne Jordash QC. Oxford University Press. (2022). 

• Tyner, James A. Famine in Cambodia: Geopolitics, Biopolitics, Necropolitics. University of 
Georgia Press. (2023). 

 

General work on famines 
• de Waal, A. Mass Starvation: The History and Future of Famine. Polity Press. (2018). 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/abs/famine-crimes-in-international-law/1D89B9C82D984C2E7721CA77363201C6
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384425402?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384425402?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384418876?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ijtj/article-abstract/5/1/142/2356998
https://academic.oup.com/ijtj/article-abstract/5/1/142/2356998
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2499193.
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.ub.gu.se/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/cwrint53&div=15&g_sent=1&casa_token=ZrDa-ghwgI4AAAAA:O9W7I4NimbW6HpLoiTPedYeyqiSkRdk3O5MTjvlb7sBmGXn70tBFgRZpyifVjBCUa1ndZR4Q&collection=journals
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384424878?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384424019?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384424019?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384422866?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384422866?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/book/44844/chapter-abstract/384424483?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://ugapress.org/book/9780820363721/famine-in-cambodia/
https://books.google.se/books?hl=en&lr=&id=_15CDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT8&dq=de+Waal,+A.+(2018).+Mass+Starvation:+The+History+and+Future+of+Famine.+Polity+Press.&ots=p7odM21Px5&sig=YFelbXeKGRPVwzkxL9jsCNk6ytM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=de%20Waal%2C%20A.%20(2018).%20Mass%20Starvation%3A%20The%20History%20and%20Future%20of%20Famine.%20Polity%20Press.&f=false


5 (5) 

• Sen, Amartya. Development as Freedom. Oxford: Oxford University Press New York, N.Y. 
Knopf. (1999). 

 

Non-academic articles 
• Ahmadu, Nisan. Yemini artist’s murals depict costs of war. VOA News. (17 April 2019)  

• Akerman, Iain. Yazan Halwani unveils ‘The Memory Tree,’ commemorating Lebanon’s Great 
Famine. Arab News. (04 August 2018). 

• Bociaga, Robert: Deliberate starvation: a distinct crime? Fair Planet (05 March 2023),  

• Kimeu, Peter. Remembering a hungry childhood. The New York Times (10 September 2011)  

• Pendle, Naomi. Accountability for famine: Learning from the chiefs’ courts in South Sudan. 
LSE Blog. (03 October 2018). 
 

• World Peace Foundation. Accountability for Starvation Crimes: Yemen. Reinventing Peace. 
(04 September 2019) 

 

https://books.google.se/books/about/Development_as_Freedom.html?id=NQs75PEa618C&redir_esc=y
https://www.voanews.com/a/yemeni-artist-s-murals-depict-costs-of-war/4880996.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1350886/art-culture
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1350886/art-culture
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/deliberate-starvation-a-distinct-crime/
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/11/opinion/sunday/remembering-a-hungry-childhood.html
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/crp/2018/10/03/accountability-for-famine-chief-court-ssudan/
https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2019/09/04/accountability-for-starvation-crimes-yemen/
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