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Name: Maria Oskarson 
Born: 23

rd
 October 1958 in Västerås, Sweden 

Civil status:  married, two children (1989, 1991) 
 
Education: 
 
2016 Professor in Political Science at Göteborg University 
2005  Associate Professor (Docent) in Political Science at Göteborg University  
1994 PhD in Political Sciene, Göteborg University 
1990 Ma (Fil lic)  in Political Sciene, Göteborg University 
1984 Ba, Political Scince, Sociology and Statistics, Göteborg University  
 
 
Academic positions: 
 
2016-  Professor 
1998 –2016 Senior Lecturer at department of Political Science, Göteborg University (10% research 

time) 
1994-1998 Researcher on external funds (see below) at at department of Political Science, 
 Göteborg University 
1989-1990 Parental leave full time june1989-february 1990, part time february 1990-august 
 1990 
1991-1992 Parental leave full time January 1991 – august 1992 
1987-1993 PhD grant from Swedish Research Council for Humanities and Social Sciences 
 (HSFR) with placement at at department of Political Science, Göteborg  University 
 
Academic assignments:  
 
2013 - 2015 Deputy Head of Department, department of Political Science, Göteborg  University 

(30%) 
2012-2013 Assistant Head of department, department of Political Science, Göteborg  University 

(30%) 
1999- 2009  Director of the European Studies program (undergraduate and advanced level) (30% of 

full time) 
1998-2003  Director of Undergraduate Studies at department of Political Science, Göteborg 
 University (60% of full time) 
 
 
 
Research Grants and Projects 
 
 
2015-2018 Participating in the NORFACE-funded research programme “HEALTHDOX The 

Paradox of Health State Futures” led by Professor Ellen Immergut, Humboldt 
University, Berlin. PPI for the Swedish country team.  

2013-2016 Developing Consideration Set Models of Voting Behavior, financed by Riksbankens 
jubileumsfond (together with Henrik Oscarsson). Participating 40% of full time. 



2010-2011 Participation in the research project Välfärd i Europeiska valrörelser: En databas om 
politiska kontexter (The Welfare State in European Election Campaigns: A Political-
Contextual Data Set) financed by FAS, project leader Staffan Kumlin, University of 
Gotheburg. Participating 30% of full time.  

 
2008-2010 Participation in the the research program Social class and political attitudes. A study of 

the political impact of experiences in working life  (Social klass och politiska attityder. 
En studie av den politiska effekten av erfarenheter i arbetslivet)  financed by the 
Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), headed by Tomas Berglund, 
Department of Sociolgy, University of Gothenburg. Participating 30% of full time 
employment. 

 
2003-2008  participation in the research program The Political Sociology of the Welfare State: 

Institutions, Cleavages and Preferences financed by FAS och Riksbankens 
jubileumsfond (headed by professor Stefan Svallfors, Umeå universitet) (participating 
on 50% of full time employment) 

 
1999-2002  The Voters and the Welfare. The political implications of personal experiences, 

financed by the Swedish research council for Social Science (with Staffan Kumlin) 
1998-2001  The welfare state and the political citizenship of women, financed by the Swedish 

Research Council for Social Science and the Humanities  
 
1994-1996      The Political Woman , financed by the Swedish Research Council  
 
 
Selected Professional Experience:: 

Participant in the steering group for CERGU (Center for European Research At Göteborg University) 
2012 - 
Participant in the steering group for the SOM-institute, University of Gothenburg  2012 - 
Participant appointed by the Swedish Research Council  in the steering group for the Swedish part of 
i European Social Survey and SHARE  2012 –  . Chair of the Board since 2014. 
Member of the board for  CERES – Consortium for European research with Election Studies 2010 –  
 
PhD Supervision 
 
Main supervisor 

1995-2002 Jessica Lindvert 
1996-2002 Staffan Kumlin 
1997-2004 Maria Jarl 
2001- 2007 Andrea Spehar 
2002- 2009 Maria Solevid (tidigare Pettersson) 
2011 - Erik Vestin 
2014 - Niels Markwat 
 
Assisting supervisor 
1996-1998 Lena Wängnerud.  
 
Teaching 
Extensive teaching at basic and advanced level in Political Science and in European Studies in the 
areas of Comparative Politics, Party systems, Electoral behavior and Political institutions in Sweden 
and the EU. 
Supervision of more than 100 theses at basic and advanced level in Political Science and in European 
Studies. 
 
 
 



Publications in selection 
 

Oskarson, Maria (2016) “The Never-Ending Story of Class Voting in Sweden” in Pierre, Jon (ed) 
Oxford Handbook of Swedish Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.             Oskarson, 
Maria (2014) ”Social Risk, Political Disenchantment and Welfare State De-commodification”  
in Eder, Christina, Ingvill Mochmann & Markus Quandt (eds.) Political Trust and 
Disenchantment with Politics: Comparative Perspectives from around the Globe. Leiden: Brill 
Academic Publishers  

Oskarson, Maria (2014) “Room for Realignment: The Working-class Sympathy for Sweden 
Democrats” in Government & Opposition (med Marie Demker) 

Oskarson, Maria (2013) “ Class and ideological orientations revisited: an exploration of class-based 
mechanisms” in British Journal of Sociology  64:4 pp 691-716 (with Mattias Bengtsson and 
Tomas Berglund).  

Oskarson, Maria (2013) ”Utmaning: Att undvika en tvåtredjedelsdemokrati” i Jesper Strömbäck (red) 
Framtidsutmaningar Stockholm: 8tto.  (”To avoid a two-third democracy”, in Strömbäck (ed.) 
“Future Challenges”. 

Oskarson, Maria (2013, forthcoming) ”Social Risk, Political Disenchantment and Welfare State De-
commodification” in Eder, Christina, Ingvill Mochmann & Markus Quandt (eds.) Political Trust 
and Disenchantment with Politics: Comparative Perspectives from around the Globe. Leiden: 
Brill Academic Publishers  

Oskarson, Maria (2012) “Another kind of class voting - The working class sympathy for Sweden 
Democrats” Rydgren, Jens (ed.) The Class Politics of the Radical Right, London: Palgrave (with 
Marie Demker)   

Oskarson, Maria (2012) “Framgång ger framgång för Sverigedemokraterna?” i Linda Berg och Henrik 
Oscarsson (red) Omstritt omval. SOM-rapport 55. Göteborg: SOM-institutet, Göteborgs 
universitet.( med Marie Demker) (”Success give success for the Sweden Democrats” in 
”Controversial Reelection”) 

Oskarson, Maria (2012) “Innanförskap och utanförskap som politisk skiljelinje” i Lennart Weibull, 
Henrik Oscarsson och Annika Bergström (red) I framtidens skugga. SOM-rapport 56. 
Göteborg: SOM-institutet, Göteborgs universitet. (”Insider and outsider as political cleavage” 
in ”The Shadow of the Future”) 

Oskarson, Maria (red.) (2010) En fråga om klass – levnadsförhållanden, livsstil, politik red. 
 Tillsammans med Mattias Bengtsson och Tomas Berglund. Malmö: Liber förlag. (A 
 question of class – living conditions, life style and politics) 
Oskarson, Maria (2010) ”Krisen under ytan – betydelsen av sociala skiljelinjer i attityder till 
 europeisk integration och krishantering” i Oxelheim, Lars, Pehrson, Lars och Persson, 
 Thomas (red) EU och den globala krisen. Europaperspektiv 2010. Stockholm: Santérus 
 Förlag (“The crisis below the surface – importance of social cleavages in attitudes to 

European integration and crisis management” in “EU and the global crisis”. 
Oskarson, Maria (2007) „Social Risk, Policy Dissatisfaction and Political Alienation: A 
 Comparison of six European Countries‟ in Svallfors, Stefan (ed) The Political Sociology 
 of the Welfare State Stanford: Stanford University Press.* 
Oskarson, Maria (2005) „The Social Cleavage Model‟ in Thomassen, Jaques (ed) European 

 Voter. Oxford: Oxford university press* 
 

 
 


