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Name  Åsa Mäkitalo, (b.1966)  
Affiliation Department of Education, Communication and Learning, University of Gothenburg  
E-mail  asa.makitalo@ped.gu.se 

 

 
Bachelor’s degree in education

Educational degrees, Academic titles  

1992-01-19 
Programme for Personnel development & Labour relations 
Licentiate degree in Education 
PhD in Education 
Title of dissertation: Categorising Work: Knowing, arguing and 
social dilemmas in vocational guidance. 
 
Associate Professor in Education Professor in 
Education 
Professor in Workplace Learning 

1992-01-19 
2001-08-23 
2002-08-30 

 
 

2005-09-27 

2011-06-27 

2020-08-01

Professional Background/appointments 
 

 
Research assistant 
Doctoral student 
Researcher 
Post-doc (4 years funded by VR) 
Lectureship 

1993-02-01—1997-06-30 
1997-07-01—2002-08-31 
2002-09-01—2004-03-31 
2004-04-01—2008-03-31 

2005-01-01—2011-06-30 
Visiting scholar at Cambridge university. 
Professorship (GU) 
Professorship (UiO) 
Professor II (UiO) 
 

Autumn of 2006 
2011-07-01— (cont.) 
2020-08-01— 2022-12-31 
2023-01-01— (cont.) 

Engagements at the University of Gothenburg 

Co-director of LinCS, a CoE funded by the Swedish Research Council (2006-2018) 
Head of the University Strength Area for Research on Learning (2010-2015) Member of the 
Vice-Chancellor’s Scientific Advisory Board (2012-2017) 
Board member, Faculty of Education (2015-2016) The 
University Board of Research 2018-2020 
Vice Dean of Research, Faculty of Education 2017-2020 
Coord. of The Learning and Media Technology Studio (LETStudio) 2010-2020 
Vice Head of Research and PhD studies 2022-cont.  
 

Engagements at the University of Oslo 

Member of cross-faculty group developing Research Call UiO: Democracy (2020-2021) 
Research leader of the HEADWORK research group Faculty of Education (2020-2022) 
Master program Knowledge development and learning in work life (2020-2022) 
Supervision of PhD students in research projects (CORPUS, FibroPET)

 

Teaching and supervision at PhD level  

Mäkitalo has experience as course leader and lecturer in areas such as Sociocultural theory, Institutional communication, 

Perspectives on Learning and Qualitative methods for PhD students in Education, Sociology, Professional studies, 



Linguistics and Science. From 2008-2013 she was assigned as quality examiner of PhD manuscripts for the Faculty of 

Education and established the first faculty policy for obligatory PhD seminars. She was also responsible for the obligatory 

PhD course Perspectives on Research Methods in Educational Science II. Since 2011 Mäkitalo has served as course 

leader or invited lecturer at PhD courses in Sweden, Norway, Finland, and the UK and have also arranged courses for 

international PhD students in the National PhD School in Educational Sciences at the University of Gothenburg 

(LinCS-DSES). International PhD courses are recurrently arranged by Mäkitalo with University of Oslo, Norway; University 

of Turku, Finland; Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania; University of Ghent, Belgium.  

 
Supervisor of PhD degrees: 

1. Mona Nilsen. Food for Thought. Communication and the transformation of work experience in web-based in-

service training, (2009). Department of Education, University of Gothenburg. Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. 
Charles Crook. 

2. Charlotte Jonasson. “Why stay? The development of student retention processes in everyday life in a Danish vocational 

school”, (2012). Department of Psychology and Behavioural Sciences, Aarhus University. Co-supervisor. Opponent: 

Prof. Lorna Unwin 

3. Ann-Marie Eriksson. Formulating knowledge: Engaging with issues of sustainable development through 
academic writing in engineering education (2014). Department of Education, Communication and Learning. 
University of Gothenburg. Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Paul Prior. 

4. Ann-Charlotte Bivall, Helpdesking: Knowing and learning in IT support practices  (2015). Department of 
Education, Communication and Learning. Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Silvia Gherardi. 

5. Ulrika Bengtsson. Self-management in hypertension care 2015). Institute of Health and Care Sciences, Sahlgrenska 

Academy, University of Gothenburg. Co-supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Jan Östergren.  

6. Mikaela Åberg. Doing project work: The interactional organization of tasks, resources, and instructions, (2015). 

Department of Education, Communication and Learning, University of Gothenburg. Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. 
Tom Koole. 

7. Andréa Wizmeg. Cells in Culture, Cells in Suspense: Practices of Cultural Production in Foetal Cell Research. 

(2019). Department of Arts and Cultural Sciences, Lund University. Co-supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Nik Brown 

8. Anne Solli. Handling socio-scientific controversy:Students' reasoning through digital inquiry, (2019). University of 

Gothenburg. Co-Supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Jan Alexis Nielsen. 

9. Martin Göthberg, Interacting – coordinating text understanding in a student theatre production , (2019). 

University of Gothenburg. Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Vigdis Aune. 

10. Janna Meyer-Beining. Assessing writers, assessing writing: A dialogical study of grade delivery in 

Swedish higher education , (2019). Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Trond Eiliv Hauge. 

11. Dennis Augustsson, Department of Social and Behavioural Studies, University West. Work title of thesis: 

Expansive design for teachers: An activity theoretical approach to design and work integrated learning,  
(2020). Main supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Anne Edwards. 

12. Matilda Cederberg, Institute of Health and Care Sciences, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg. 

Supporting mental health - Effects, communicative processes and experiences of a person-centred eHealth 

intervention (2022) Co-Supervisor. Opponent: Prof. Lars-Christer Hydén. 

13. Nina Ekman, Institute of Health and Care Sciences, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg. 

Development and testing af an observation-based method to assess person-centeredness in healthcare Co-
supervisor. Prof. Arnstein Finset. 

Ongoing supervision: 

1. Daniela Karlsson, Department of Education, Communication and Learning, University of Gothenburg 

2. Christopher Sadorge, Department of Education, University of Oslo. Co-Supervisor. 

3. Isabel Alexandra Brandenberger, Department of Education, University of Oslo. Co-Supervisor. 

4. Karl Henrik Storhaug Reinås, Department of Education, University of Oslo. Main supervisor. 

5. Apostolia Roka. Department of Education, Communication and Learning, Unversity of Gothenburg. Co-supervisor  

 

Research funding 

1. Co-applicant: FibroPET Novel personalized management strategies for fibrosing diseases. University of Oslo 

Convergence project in the LifeSciences (2022-cont.) 

2. Co-applicant: Infrastructures for partially digital citizens NORDFORSK (2020-cont.) 

3. Co-applicant: Professional Trust and Autonomous Systems. Funded by Marianne and Marcus Wallenberg 

Foundation (2020-cont.) 

https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/20235
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/20235
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/36885
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/36885
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/38468
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/39563
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/39563
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/40716
https://portal.research.lu.se/sv/publications/cells-in-culture-cells-in-suspense-practices-of-cultural-producti
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/58396
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/58482
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/59367
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/59367
http://hv.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?dswid=-3939&pid=diva2%3A1468849&c=8&searchType=SIMPLE&language=en&query=Augustsson&af=%5B%5D&aq=%5B%5B%5D%5D&aq2=%5B%5B%5D%5D&aqe=%5B%5D&noOfRows=50&sortOrder=dateIssued_sort_desc&sortOrder2=author_sort_asc&onlyFullText=false&sf=all
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/70944
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/70944
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/75178


4. Co-coordinator: Nordic Research Network on Digitalising Childhoods (DigiChild). NOS-HS, NordForsk (2019-2021). 

5. Scientific leader: Learning to engage with science and technoscientific issues in a digital landscape: The arrival of 
controversy mapping as a method for digital inquiry in Swedish upper secondary school. Funded by the Swedish 

Research Council 2015-01-01—2018-12-31. 

6. Scientific leader: Sea Change WP3, funded by EU H2020. 2015-03-01—2018-03-31. 

7. Coordinator of the Strength area for Research on Learning, A strategic initiative funded by the University of 

Gothenburg for developing interdisciplinary research on learning. 2010-01-01—2015-12-31. 

8. Co-applicant: Epistemic topologies: Arranging for advanced knowledge production, Funded by the Swedish 

Research Council 2011-01-01—2014-12-31. 

9. Co-coordinator: NordLearn - Nordic Centre for Research on Learning and Media. In cooperation with University of 
Oslo, University of Turku and Tallin University. Funded by NordForsk. Running 2009- 2011. 

10. Co-applicant: Learning, interactive technologies and the development of narrative knowing and remembering (LINT). In 

co-operation with Uppsala University, Linköping University and Stockholm Institute of Education. Financed by The 
Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation. Running 2007-01- 19—2013-12-31. 

11. Scientific leader: Learning to support: Bridging educational knowledge traditions and situated knowing in 

technologically intensive work practices. Running 2006-01-01—2011-12-31. Financed by the Swedish Research 

Council, Educational Science. 

12. Scientific leader: Learning to reason and argue: academic discourse as cognitive and communicative socialization. 
Running 2004-03-31—2009-03-31. Financed by the Swedish Research Council, Educational Science. 

13. Scientific leader: Supporting technologies and technologies as support: learning and communication at work. 2004-

01-01—2004-12-31. Planning grant from the Swedish Research Council, Educational Science. 

14. Scientific leader: Learning Strategy: dialogue as a tool for organisational change. 2004-01-01—2004- 12-31. 

Planning grant from the Swedish Research Council, Educational Science 

 
Membership of promotion committees 

1. Evaluation of Dr. Henrik Nordvall for promotion to Associate Professor of Education, School of 
Humanities, Education and Social Sciences, Örebro university in Sweden, 2012 

2. Evaluation of Dr. Per Andersson for promotion to Assistant Professorship in Adult learning at the 
Department of Behavioural Sciences and Learning, Linköping university in Sweden, 2012 

3. Evaluation of Dr. Eli Ottesen for promotion to Professor of Educational leadership at Department of Teacher 
Education and School Research, University of Oslo in Norway, 2012 

4. Evaluation of Dr. Charis Psaltis for promotion to Associate Professor in Social and Developmental 
Psychology, Department of psychology, University of Cyprus, Greece, 2015 

5. Evaluation of Dr. Fredrik Hertzberg for promotion to Associate Professor in Education at the 
Department of Education, Stockholm University, Sweden, 2016. 

 

International assignments 

Swiss National Science Foundation 

Member of the SNSF Steering Committee for the National Research Programme 77 on Digital Transformation 2018-
05-09—cont. 
 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 

External Expert (Chair) of the Review Panel for applications to Singapore Social Science Research Council Grants 
2016-08-02—2016-08-03, 2017-07-10—2017-07-11. Off-Site External Review: 2018-05- 
29—2018-06-11. 

Research Council of Norway 



Member of the Programme Board for Educational Research and Innovation in Education 2013-08- 01—2018-
03-01. 
 
Science Europe 

Inaugural member of the Social Science Committee of Science Europe 2013-2015 

 
European Commission 

Reviewer of Erasmus Mundus Programmes 2004-06-09—2004-06-11 Reviewer of 
Erasmus Thematic Networks 2004-03-22—2004-03-26 

 
National assignments 

Swedish Research Council 

Chair of Evaluation Panel: Educational Sciences 2012 Member 
of Evaluation Panels: 

Educational Sciences, 2011, 2013, International postdocs 2012—2013  
External reviewer:Projects (2008), Postdocs (2010), Distinguished young researcher (2013) 
 

Swedish National Agency for Higher Education 

Evaluation of the Programmes in Study and Career Guidance in Sweden, 2006. 

Evaluation of university research initiatives and environments  

University West, Sweden Evaluation of research environment, (LINA), 2010, Scientific Advisory Board, PhD studies 
in Work Integrated Learning, 2011—2014. 

University of Oslo, Norway Evaluation of Research Initiative, UiO:Norden at the University of Oslo, 2019-03-11—
2019-06-18 
 

Membership of Ph. D. committees 

1. Johan Öhman, Department of Education, Örebro University, Sweden 2006-02-24 
2. Vaike Fors Department of Educational Science, Luleå University of Technology, Sweden 2006-03-03. 
3. Mattias Lundin, Department of Social and Welfare Studies, Linköping University, Sweden 2007-05-23. 
4. Lars-Erik Nilsson, Department of Education, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 2008-04-11. 
5. Lars-Göran Bergqvist, Department of Architecture, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden 2008- 08-25. 
6. Elisabeth Frank, Department of Education, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 2009-06-09. 
7. Patrik Jönsson Dahlqvist, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 2010-12-16. 
8. Anna-Karin Wyndham, Department of Education and Special Education, University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 

2013-06-07. 
9. Jenny Gleisner, Department of Thematic Studies: Technology and Social Change, Linköping University, 

Sweden, 2013-11-29. 

10. Jonas Risberg, Department of Education, Uppsala University, Sweden, 2014-03-28 
11. Annika Lindh Falk, Department of Medical and Health Sciences, Linköping University, Sweden 2017- 01-20. 
12. Nataliya Thell, Department of Social Work, Lund University, Sweden, 2018-05-16. 
13. Emily Oswald, Department of Education, University of Oslo,  Norway, 2021-10-15. 
14. Ana Fuentes Martinez, Section of Infomatics, University West, 2024-02-02. 
 

Appointment as faculty opponent 

1. Eli Ottesen, Department of Teacher Education and School Development, Faculty of Education, Oslo university, 
Norway 2006-06-22 

2. Anne Line Wittek, Institute of Educational Research, Faculty of Education, Oslo university, Norway 2007-09-
13 

3. Song-ee Ahn, Department of Behavioural Sciences and Learning, Linköping university, Sweden 2007- 12-11. 
4. Cato Bjørndal, Department of Education, University of Tromsø, Norway. 2008-06-24. 



5. Charlotte Lundgren, Department of Culture and Communication, Linköping university, Sweden 2009- 06-05. 
6. Annette Johnsson, School of Teacher Education in Malmö, Lund university, Sweden 2009-09-04. 
7. Lisbeth Almhag, School of Teacher Education in Malmö, Lund university, Sweden, 2010-12-03. 
8. Sirpa Saario, School of Social Sciences and Humanities, University of Tampere, Finland, 2014-03-01. 
9. Kristin Halvorsen, Department of Language and Linguistics, Faculty of Humanities at the Norwegian University 

of Science and Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, 2015-02-20 
10. Karin Bolldén, Department of Behavioural Sciences and Learning, Linköping university, Sweden 2015- 05-22. 
11. Sofia Lundmark, Department of Education, Uppsala University, Sweden. 2016-12-02. 
12. Sabine Jørgensen, Department of Sociology and Social Work, Aalborg University, Denmark. 2018-01- 12. 
13. Tanja Dall, Department of Sociology and Social Work, Aalborg University, Denmark, 2018-03-08 
14. Anttoni Kervinen, faculty of Educational Sciences, Helsinki University, 2020-08-21 
15. Nora Kolkin Sarastuen, Centre for professional studies, OsloMET, 2021-05-21 
16. Madeleine Wirtzén, Department of Thematic Studies, Linköping University, Sweden, 2021-09-17 

Discussant at final thesis seminars 

1. Anna Klerfelt, Department of Education, Göteborg university, Sweden 2003-03-18 
2. Hans-Christian Arnseth, InterMedia, Faculty of Education, Oslo university, Norway, 2003. 
3. Ingvill Rasmussen, InterMedia, Faculty of Education, Oslo university, Norway 2004-11-24 
4. Vaike Fors, Department of Educational Science, Luleå University of Technology, Sweden 2005-11-28 
5. Susanne Severinsson, Department of Social and Welfare Studies, Linköping University, Sweden. 2007- 10-04 
6. Eva Insulander, Department of Didactic Science and Early Childhood Education, Stockholm university, Sweden. 

2009-10-22. 

7. Ann Öhman, Department of Education, Stockholm University, Sweden, 2013-10-15 

8. Per Anderhag, Department of Mathematics and Science Education, Stockholm University, Sweden, 2014-05-06. 
9. Annika Andersson, Department of Social and Behavioural Studies, University West, Sweden, 2016-01- 14. 

10. Camilla Wiig, Department of Educational Science, University of South-Eastern Norway, 2018-06-12 

11. Ana Fuentes Martinez, Section of Infomatics, University West, 2023-10-06. 

 
Pre-examination of PhD dissertation manuscripts (at other universities). 

1. Hanna Bergeå, Faculty of Natural resources and Agricultural Sciences, Swedish university of Agricultural 
Sciences. 2007-10-30 

2. Minna Kovalainen, Faculty of Education, University of Oulo, Finland, 2013-05-21 
3. Sirpa Saario, School of Social Sciences and Humanities, University of Tampere, Finland, 2013-12-17. 

 
 

Engagement in the Scientific community 

 

EARLI SIG10 Coordinator 2015-2019 for the European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI) 
 

Keynotes 

1. Approaching medical contexts and expertise from a sociocultural perspective: studies of mediation in times of 
knowledge transformation, at the “Learning research meets medicine” conference in Turku, Finland, May 26-27, 
2010. 

2. Shared communities working beyond borders: studies of mediation in an age of transformation, at the “Work 
Integrated Learning” conference at the University College of Kristianstad, December 9-10, 2010. 

3. Learning, IT and memory practices, at the “Research Dialogue” conference arranged by The Swedish Research 
Council in Stockholm, October 10, 2012. 

4. Researching professional learning in transformation: Challenges and emerging practices, at The EARLI SIG14 
conference in Oslo 27-29 of August 2014. 

5. Design för gränsöverskridande forskning: Utmaningar och potentialer [Designs for research across discplinary 
borders], at FINNUT Programme Seminar at the Norweigian Research Council, in Lysaker, Norway September 18, 
2015. 

6. Documentary Practices Revised: How patient-generated data transform consultations in hypertension care, at the 
conference: Knowledge translation and self-management in chronic diseases: contexts, tools and practices, 



University of Lausanne, Switzerland, May 18-19, 2017. 

 
 

Invited speaker, International conferences 

1. Symposia on Conceptual change 11th Biennal EARLI conference Nicosia, Cyprus, 2005 
2. Symposia on Classroom Interaction 11th Biennal EARLI conference Nicosia, Cyprus, 2005 
3. Symposia on Hidden asymmetries in research, ISCAR conference, Seville, Spain, 2005 
4. E-Society conference, Information sharing, assessment and E-technology, York, UK, 2007 
5. Invited Discussant at Symposia on Classroom interaction at the 12th Biennal EARLI conference, Budapest, 

Hungary, 2007 
6. Symposia on Discourse, practices and institution, ISCAR conference, UCSD, USA, 2008 
7. Exploratory Workshop on Cognitive and affective dimensions of collaborative learning interactions. European 

Science Foundation. Paris, France, 2009. 
8. Symposia on Classroom Interaction 13th Biennal EARLI conference, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 2009 

9. Symposia on Managing social work with information and communication technologies at the European Conference 
for Social Work Research, Oxford, UK, 2011. 

10. Exploratory Workshop on professional education and learning, European Science Foundation. Oslo, Norway, 
2011. 

11. Research seminar on New tools and practices for seeing and learning in medicine, Turku University, Finland, 
2011. 

12. Symposia on Complex “real world” issues at school: A space of dialogical tensions, 14th Biennal EARLI conference, 
Exeter, UK, 2011. 

13. Symposia on Digitalizing Work: New ways of knowing and learning, ISCAR conference, Rome, Italy, 2011. 
14. Invited Discussant at Symposia on Argumentation and socialization into Scientific ways of reasoning, ISCAR 

conference, Rome, Italy, 2011. 
15. Symposia on Digital Inquiry and Controversy Mapping - Re-innovating the Interactive Science Centre, at the 

Annual ECSITE conference in Gothenburg 6-8 of June in Gothenburg, Sweden, 2013. 
16. Invited Discussant at Symposia on Understanding and Promoting the Agency of Children in Classrooms and in 

Everyday Life, 15th Biennal EARLI conference 27-31 August in Munich Germany, 2013. 
17. Symposia on Matters of method: Issues in sociomaterial research of professional practice, at the 2nd 

international ProPEL conference 25-27 of June in Stirling, UK, 2014. 
18. Symposia on Exploring legal texts as tools for professional practice and learning, at the 2nd 

international ProPEL conference 25-27 of June in Stirling, UK, 2014. 
19. Invited Discussant at Symposia on 16th Biennal EARLI conference in August 25-29, Limassol Cyprus, Greece 

2015. 
20. Symposia Chair at SIG 10 Invited Symposia 16th Biennal EARLI conference in August 25-29, Limasson Cyprus, 

Greece 2015. 
21. Invited Discussant at Symposia on Collaboration matters, ECER conference 22-26 August in Dublin, Ireland 

2016. 
22. Symposia on Conversation as a tool for Professional Practice: Interaction and learning, April 19 University 

College of Southeast Norway, 2017. 
23. Invited Discussant at the SIG10 Symposia on Development and learning in elderly people: A sociocultural 

approach. EARLI Conference, August 29-September 2, Tampere, Finland, 2017. 
24. Symposia on Researching Professional Learning in Changing Epistemic Environments. EARLI Conference, 

August 29-September 2, Tampere, Finland, 2017. 

 
 

Symposia/session organizer, International conferences 

Symposia organizer, 12th Biennal EARLI conference, Budapest, Hungary, 2007 
Kaleidoscope workshop 
Symposia organizer, ISCAR conference, UCSD, USA, 2008 Workshop 
organizer, NordLearn, Gothenburg University, 2009 
Workshop organizer, LETStudio/NordLearn/ProPEL, Gothenburg University, 2012 Workshop 



organizer, NordLAC meeting funded by NordForsk, 8-9 April 2013 Workshop organizer, 
DANASWAC 10th annual meeting 19-21 August 2013. 
Symposia organizer at the 15th Biennal EARLI conference 27-31 August 2013. Symposia organizer 
at the CSCL conference in Gothenburg, Sweden, 7-11 June 2015 SIG Coordinator for EARLI SIG 10 
conference in Tartu , Estonia, 28-29 August, 2016. 
International Seminar, University of Gothenburg LETStudio, Tollered, Sweden 27-28 October, 2016. SIG 
Coordinator for EARLI SIG 10 conference in Luxenbourg, August 30-31,2018 
Symposia organizer, EARLI SIG 10 conference in Luxembourg, August 30-31, 2018. Symposia 
organizer, EARLI SIG 14 conference in Geneva, September 12-14, 2018. Symposia organizer, 
EARLI SIG 10 in Aachen, August 12-16, 2019. 

 

Invited lectures, scientific seminars 

Invited lecturer, Dep. of Social Policy Social Work, Tampere University, Finland, 2004 Invited 
lecturer, Senter for Profesjonsstudier, Høgskolan i Oslo, Norge, 2006 
Visiting scholar lecture at Dep. of Education, Cambridge University, UK, 2006 Invited 
lecturer at Dep. of Education, Oxford University, UK, 2006 
Learning symposium, London Knowledge Lab, UK, 2007 
Invited lecturer, Department of Sociology, Høgskolan i Bodö, Norge, 2007 Invited 
lecturer, Senter for Profesjonsstudier, Høgskolan i Oslo, Norge, 2007 Learning symposium, 
University of Kassel, Germany, 2008 
Invited lecturer, Department of Education, Turku University, Finland, 2008 Learning 
symposium, Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany, 2009 
Invited Workshop, European Science Foundation, Paris, France, 2009 
Invited lecturer at Pedagogisk forskningsinstitutt, Universitetet i Oslo, Norge, 2009 Invited 
lecturer, Senter for Profesjonsstudier, Høgskolan i Oslo, Norge, 2009 Invited Workshop, 
European Science Foundation, Oslo, Norway, 2011 
Invited lecturer, Department of Educational Research, University of Oslo, 2013 Invited 
lecturer, Institut de Psychologie et Education, University of Neuchatel, 2017 Invited lecturer, 
Dialogue Lab, Faculty of Education, University of Brasilia, 2017. 

 
Scientific journals 

 
Co-Editor in Chief for Learning, Culture and Social Interaction 
Editorial Board and former Associate Editor: European Journal of Psychology of Education (EJPE) Editorial Board: 
Frontline Learning Research (FLR) 

Reviewer: 

International Journal of Social Research Methodology Cambridge 
Journal of Education 
Learning, Culture and Social Interaction Frontline 
Learning Research 

Learning, Media and Technology 
European Journal of Psychology of Education Culture 
& Psychology 
Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Science Discourse & 
Communication 
Text & Talk 
Qualitative Research in Organizations and Management 
Qualitative Social Work 
Journal of Social Work Practice 
Child and Family Social Work Social 
Work and Society Vocations and 
Learning Gender, Work & 
Organization 
European Journal for Research on the Education and Learning of Adults PsychNology 



Journal 
Hermes Journal of Linguistics 
Scandinavian Journal of Educational Research Nordisk 
Pedagogik 
Designs for Learning Pedagogisk 
forskning i Sverige Utbildning & 
Demokrati 

 

 Scientific production  
 

Peer-reviewed original articles 

Forthcoming (): 

 
Published/Accepted (35): 

 
1. Sadorge, C., Nerland, M & Mäkitalo, Å. (2023) Conditioning the work of colleagues. ealth professionals’ 

explorative work in technology design. Vocations and Learning. 
2. Silseth, K, Hontvedt, M & Mäkitalo, Å. (2023). Teachers’ Enactment of Policy in Classrooms: Making Students 

Accountable through Inscriptions from the Curriculum in Classroom Interactions. European Journal of Psychology of 
Education, 38(2), 881-902. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10212-022-00610-3 

3. Cederberg, M. Fors, A., Ali, L., Goulding, A. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2022). The interactive work of narrative elicitation 

in person-centred care: Analysis of phone conversations between health care professionals and patients with 
common mental disorders. Health Expectations: An International Journal of Public Participation in Health Care and 

Health Policy, 25(3), 971-83. https://doi.org/10.1111/hex.13440 
4. Wiszmeg, A; Lundin, S; Mäkitalo, Å; Widner, H & Hansson, K (2021). Transforming trash to treasure Cultural 

ambiguity in foetal cell research. Philosophy Ethics and Humanities in Medicine. ISSN 1747-5341. 16, p. 1–
12. doi: 10.1186/s13010-021-00104-y 

5. Ekman, N., Taft, C., Moons, P., Mäkitalo, Å., Boström E. & Fors, A.. (2020). A state-of-the-art review of direct 
observation tools for assessing competency in person-centred care. International Journal of Nursing Studies, 

109. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijnurstu.2020.103634 

6. Mäkitalo, Å. (2020). Approaching writing and learning as interdependent processes. Learning, Culture and 
Social Interaction, 24, 64-67. 

7. Elam, M., Solli A. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2019). Socioscientific issues via controversy mapping: Bringing actor- network 
theory into the science classroom with digital technology. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, 
40(1), 61-77. https://doi.org/10.1080/01596306.2018.1549704 

8. Hopwood, N. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2019). Learning and expertise in support for parents of children at risk: a 

cultural-historical analysis of partnership practices. Oxford Review of Education,45(5) 587-604. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03054985.2018.1553776 
9. Bengtsson, U., Kjellgren, K., Hallberg, I., Lundin, M. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2018). Patient contributions during 

consultations in hypertension care after self-reporting via a mobile phone self-management support system. 
Scandinavian Journal of Primary Health Care, 36(1), 70-79. https://doi.org/10.1080/02813432.2018.1426144 

10. Beyer-Meining, J., Vigmo, S. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2018). The Swedish grade conference: a dialogical study of face-

to-face delivery of summative assessment in higher education. Learning, Culture and Social Interaction, 19(4), 134-
145. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lcsi.2018.05.004 

11. Göthberg, M., Björck, C. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2018). From drama text to stage text. Transitions of text understanding in 
a student theatre production. Mind, Culture and Activity 25(3), 247-262. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10749039.2018.1480633 

12. Solli, A., Mäkitalo, Å. & Hillman, T. (2018). Rendering controversial socioscientific issues legible through digital 
mapping tools. International Journal of Computer Supported Collaborative Learning, 13(4) 391-418. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11412-018-9286-x 

13. Fors, A., Blanck, E., Ali, L., Ekberg-Jansson,A., Fu, M., Lindström Kjellberg, I., Mäkitalo, Å., Swedberg, K., Taft, C. & 
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35. Ivarsson, J., Rystedt, H., Lindwall, O. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2010). Arranging for visibility. Symposia paper presented 

at the EASST Conference in Trento, Italy. 
36. Rystedt, H., Ivarsson, J & Mäkitalo, Å. (2010). Making professional vision visible: displaying and articulating 

diagnostic work in medical imaging. Symposia paper presented at the EARLI SIG 14 meeting on Diversity in 
vocational and professional education and training, Münich, Germany. 

37. Eklund, A-C & Mäkitalo, Å. (2010). Re-visiting the past. A meta-activity for learning in the IT Helpdesk. Symposia 

paper presented at the EARLI SIG 14 meeting on Diversity in vocational and professional education and training, 
Munchen, Germany. 

38. Mäkitalo, Å & Åberg, M. (2009). Learning for citizenship through classroom dialogue. Symposia paper presented at 
the 13th Biennal EARLI conference, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

39. Lilja, P & Mäkitalo, Å. (2009). Wrestling with globalisation and international justice in the classroom. Discursive 
challenges for students and teachers when bringing in arguments from the world wide web. Paper presented at 13th 

Biennal EARLI conference, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

40. Lundin, M. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2015) Documentary practices in transformation: Follow-upconsultations with patients 
and health care staff in hypertention care. Symposia paper presented at the CSCL 2015 conference in 
Gothenburg, 7-9 June. 

41. Mäkitalo, Å. (2008). Learning how to reason and argue: Economic discourse as cognitive and communicative 

socialization. Symposia paper presented at the ISCAR conference, San Diego, USA. 

42. Mäkitalo, Å. (2007). Filling in the missing text. On discourse and learning in economics education. Paper presented at 
the 4th Nordic Conference on Cultural and Activity Research, Oslo, Norway. 

43. Mäkitalo, Å. (2007). What is left unsaid. A study of moral accountability in vocational guidance activities. Paper 

presented at the 12th Biennal EARLI conference, Budapest, Hungary. 
44. Eklund, A.-C., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2007). Learning as work in IT-support. On the institutionalization of activites for 

learning in work life. Paper presented at the 12th Biennal EARLI Conference, Budapest, Hungary. 
45. Eklund, A.-C., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2007). Learning IT-support: Institutionalized learning activities at work. Paper presented 

at the 4th Nordic Conference on Cultural and Activity Research, Oslo, Norway. 
46. Mäkitalo, Å., & Rystedt, H. (2007). Electronic patient records in everyday care. Dealing with tensions between 

standardized information and local concerns. Paper presented at the E-society conference on Information sharing, 

assessment and e-technology in social care., York, UK. 
47. Nilsen, M., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2007). Accomplishing intersubjectivity: Learning to co-ordinate in synchronous text-

based discourse. Paper presented at the 4th Nordic Conference on Cultural and Activity Research, Oslo, 
Norway. 

48. Eklund, A.-C., Mäkitalo, Å., & Säljö, R. (2006). Developing collective knowing in 'high tech' work settings: The case 
studio as an arranged activity for learning. Paper presented at the JURE Conference, Tartu, Estonia. 

49. Mäkitalo, Å. (2005). Data production as a moral practice: questions and answers as accounting practices. Paper 



presented at the ISCAR Conference, Seville, Spain. 

50. Eklund, A.-C., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2005). Organizing change: Accomplishing continuity and knowledgeability in an IT 

support team. Paper presented at the ISCAR Conference, Seville, Spain. 

51. Mäkitalo, Å., & Säljö, R. (2005). Learning to reason in the context of socioscientific problems. Exploring the demands 
on students in 'new' classroom activities. Paper presented at the 11th Biennal EARLI Conference, Nicosia, Cyprus. 

52. Mäkitalo, Å., & Säljö, R. (2005). Reasoning, categorising and conceptualisation in situated practices. Paper presented 

at the 11th Biennal EARLI Conference, Nicosia, Cyprus. 
53. Mäkitalo, Å. (2004). Categories as constitutive tools: some analytical suggestions for the study of institutional 

practices. Paper presented at the NSU The Nordic Summer University, Laugarvatn, Island. 

54. Mäkitalo, Å. (2004). Dokumentation som formerande resurs: om institutioners immanenta pedagogik. Paper presented 

at the Nordisk konferens Socialpedagogiken i samhället Campus Norrköping, Linköpings universitet. 
55. Mäkitalo, Å. (2004). Categories as constitutive tools: some analytical suggestions for the study of institutional 

practices. Paper presented at Section 1, Listening to the welfare state. NSU, The Nordic Summer University, 
Laugarvatn, Island 

56. Mäkitalo, Å. (2004). Dokumentation som formerande resurs: om institutioners immanenta pedagogik. [Documentation 

as a formative resource: On the immanent pedagogy of institutions]. Nordic conference Socialpedagogiken i samhället 
[Social Pedagogy In Society], Linköpings university, Campus Norrköping, Sweden. 

57. Mäkitalo, Å., & Eklund, A.-C. (2004). Achieving continuity in IT-support practices: Some analytical suggestions for 

studying knowing-in-action in complex work environments. Paper presented at the 3rd Nordic Conference on Cultural 

and Activity Research (ISCAR), Copenhagen, Denmark. 
58. Mäkitalo, Å., & Säljö, R. (2004). Categories in reasoning and interaction: analysing cognition and communication in 

social practices. Paper presented at the EARLI meeting SIG 10 Lisbon, Portugal. 
59. Eklund, A.-C., Mäkitalo, Å., & Säljö, R. (2003). Keeping the System Up: Reasoning and Diagnosing in IT Support 

Practices. Paper presented at the the InterLearn Conference on Multidisciplinary Approaches to Learning, Helsinki, 
Finland. 

60. Mäkitalo, Å. (2003). Categories as contextualising tools: approaching participants interaction in institutional 

settings. Paper presented at the 10th Biennal EARLI conference, Padova, Italy. 

61. Mäkitalo, Å. (2003). Effort on display: unemployment and the interactional management of moral accountability in 
vocational guidance. Paper presented at Section 1, Listening to the welfare state. NSU, The Nordic Summer 

University, Reykjavik, Island. 

62. Nilsen, M., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2003). Learning strategy: management ideology and the voice of production. Paper 
presented at the InterLearn Conference on Multidisciplinary Approaches to Learning, Helsinki, Finland. 

63. Mäkitalo, Å (2002). Perspectivising social dilemmas: categories and the production of institutional 
order. Paper presented at ISCRAT Conference (International Society for Cultural Research and 
Activity Theory), Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

64. Mäkitalo, Å, (2002). Record talk: textual accounts as formative tools in vocational guidance conversations. Datasession 
at Workshop on Activity analysis of talk in interaction. NorFa, (The Nordic Research Academy) Network for 

researchers in conversation studies, Linköping, Sweden. 

65. Mäkitalo, Å. (2001). Immanent pedagogy in vocational guidance: supporting, controlling and cooling the mark out. 
Postersession at the 9th Biennal EARLI Conference, Fribourg, Switzerland. 

66. Mäkitalo, Å. (2001). Appearance and disappearance of people: institutional categorisation and the production 
of statistics. Paper presented at GENRE 2001(Genres and discourses in education, work and cultural life. Oslo, 

Norway. 

67. Mäkitalo, Å. (2001). Immanent pedagogy in vocational guidance: supporting, controlling and cooling the mark out. 
Paper presented at NFPF (Nordic Educational Research Association), Stockholm, Sweden. 2001. 

68. Mäkitalo, Å. (2000). Negotiating the meaning of vocational guidance: categorial work in the production of institutional 
knowledge. Paper presented at NorFa (The Nordic Research Academy), Language, interaction and social care in 

the Nordic welfare systems Stockholm, Sweden. 

69. Mäkitalo, Å. (2000). Institutional categories at work: categorial dilemmas and in cosmetics in the local production 
of unemployment statistics. Paper presented at NorFa (The Nordic Research Academy), Language, interaction 

and social care in the Nordic welfare systems, Åland, Finland. 
70. Mäkitalo, Å. & Säljö, R. (1999). Kommunikation som materiell praktik: arbetsmarknadspolitiska metaforer i politisk 

diskurs, institutionell diskurs och medborgarberättelser. [Communication as a material practice: Labour market 
metaphors in political discourse and citizens’ narratives].The Swedish Council for Work Life Research, Development of 

qualitative research approaches. Stockholm, Sweden. 
71. Mäkitalo, Å. & Säljö, R. (1999). Institutional discourse as social practice: communicative concerns and metaphors of the 

Work experience scheme. Paper presented at NorFa (The Nordic Research Academy), Language, interaction and 

social care in the Nordic welfare systems, Hurtigrutten, Norway. 
 

Popular-scientific articles and other public activities (12) 

 
1. Mäkitalo, Å. (2019). E-hälsa och självrapportering – ett pedagogiskt perspektiv. [eHealth and self-reports – a 

pedagogical perspective] I G. Erlingsdottir & H. Sandberg (Red). På tal om eHälsa. (ss. 135-150). Lund: 



Studentlitteratur. 
2. Hillman, T., Solli, A. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2018). Hur förstå onlineinformation och arbeta med kartläggning av det i 

klassrummet: controversy mapping. [How to understand online information and work with it in the classroom: 
controversy mapping]. PopUpDig conference arranged by LIT, Department of education, communication and 
learning, University of Gothenburg, May 19,, 2018. 

3. Solli, A. & Mäkitalo, Å. (2016). Att navigera i komplexa frågor: introduktion av digitala metoder i gymnasieskolan. 
[To navigate through complex issues: introduction of digital methods in upper secondary school], Forskning pågår. 
[Research underway]. Conference arranged by the Faculty of Education at the University of Gothenburg, 
November 2, 2016. 

4. Mäkitalo, Å. (2012). Teknikskifte: Hur utmanas och utvecklas professionell kompetens? 
5. Tandläkarstämman, Svenska Mässan. [Technology shift: how is professional competence challenged? 

Presentation at Swedental 2012] 
6. Säljö, R., Jakobsson, A., Lilja, P., Mäkitalo, Å. & Åberg, M. (2011). Att förädla information till kunskap. 
7. Seminarium på Bok- och bilbioteksmässan. [Refining information to knowledge. Presentation of book at the 

Gothenburg Book Fair] 
8. Mäkitalo, Å., & Carlsson, C. (2004). Graverande kunskap: Teknik- och kunskapsbildning inom gravyrkonsten. 

[Engraving knowledge: technologies and knowledge formation in the engraving industry]. In R. Säljö & E. 
Jernström (Eds.), Lärande i arbetsliv och vardag (ss. 72-92). Jönköping: Brainbooks. 

9. Nilsen, M., & Mäkitalo, Å. (2004). Att överbrygga "vi" och "dom". Om konsten att ta andras perspektiv i samtal 
om organisationsförändring. [To bridge ”we” and ”them”. The art of taking the other’s perspective in 
conversations of organiszational change]. In R. Säljö & E. Jernström (Eds.), Lärande i arbetsliv och vardag (ss. 
118-133). Jönköping: Brainbooks. 

10. Mäkitalo, Å. (2003). Föreställning, fakta, eller framställning? Att förstå, hantera och argumentera om 
arbetslöshetsdilemmat. [Conception, Fact, or Description? To understand, manage and argue about the 
dilemma of unemployment]. Presentation at a public conference FoU Centrum Söderhamn, Sweden. 

11. Mäkitalo, Å. (2003). Lärandeaspekter i vägledningens praktik. [Dimensions of learning in Vocational 
guidance practices]. Presentation at The Swedish Confederation for Professional Employees Conference. 
TCO’s Kunskapsvecka, Bergendahl, Sollentuna, Sweden. 

12. Mäkitalo, Å. (2002). Om kommunikativa premisser och moralitet i vägledning. [On communicative premises 
and morality in vocational guidance]. Presentation at Conference for professional Counsellors. 
Vägledningsforum, Skövde, Sweden 

 
Participation in research networks and Interest groups 

· Swedish representative for DANASWAC - A network with academic members from eleven European countries 
(Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, Netherland, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Spain and 
Slovenia) and US, Australia and Canada. For more information see: 
http://www.uta.fi/yky/oppiaineet/sosiaalityo/tutkimus/danaswac.html 

· Member of ProPEL a multi-professional international network to promote research and knowledge exchange 
in leading issues of professional education, practice and learning,www.propel.stir.ac.uk/ 

· Member of two Special Interest Groups (SIG 10 & 14) within the European Association for Learning and 
Instruction (EARLI). Coordinator of SIG 10 (2016-2019). 

http://www.uta.fi/yky/oppiaineet/sosiaalityo/tutkimus/danaswac.html
http://www.propel.stir.ac.uk/

